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THE LAW OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE IS APPROVED BY THE 
SALVADORAN CONGRESS. 
 
The Salvadoran Congress approved the Decree 133 on October 1, 2015 which contains 
the LAW OF ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE, having been approved by the President of the 
Republic and published in the Official Journal No.196 on October 26, 2015. This law aims 
to provide certainty to the users of electronic communications and to the transactions 
authorized through technological applications or the electronic subscription of such 
transactions, providing them of legal validity. Furthermore the law seeks to respond to the 
development of information and communications technologies. 
 
The purpose of the law is to compare the simple electronic signature and the certified 
electronic signature with the handwritten signature. It is also to grant and acknowledge 
effectiveness and legal status to the certified electronic signature and other information in 
electronic format that would have been subscribed through certified electronic signature. 
The law will also regulate the service providers of electronic certification and storage 
services of electronic documents.  
 
The general principles contained in the law and that shall apply on the activities regulated 
by it, include, among others, the principle of authenticity, integrity, certainty, confidentiality 
and functional equivalence. Likewise, it contains the rules for the management of personal 
data for the certification service providers and the service providers of electronic document 
storage. 
 
A relevant aspect of the law is the equivalence and legal status that it gives the simple 
electronic signature with the handwritten signature. However, distinction is made for the 
effects of proving validity of the simple electronic signature which will not have the same 
validity of the certified signature. The certified electronic signature shall be based on a 
reliable and safe method of creation and verification that makes it unalterable. 
 
Furthermore, also interesting is the functional equivalence of the data messages that use 
certified electronic signature, whichever the means of transmission or storage is, because 
these will have the same legal validity equivalent to the content of those granted, stored or 
transmitted through physical means. Hence, the documents that are stored electronically 
pursuant to the law and the reproductions duly certified shall have the same legal status 
than the originals and shall be submitted to their legal regime. With respect to the 
equivalence of the documents in electronic support using electronic signature, even 
though the law establishes that they shall have the same value than those granted in the 
customary manner, the law establishes that the acts that require certain formalities in order 
to be perfected shall be excluded. 
 
On the other part, not only private documents but also public documents may be issued in 
electronic supports and shall have the value given by the corresponding legal rule. 
However in respect to the use of the electronic signature by officers or employees of the 
State, which is also regulated in the law, it is established that the simple electronic 
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signature may be used by the authorities, officers and employees of the State that render 
public services, execute or carry out acts within their authority. With respect to the use of 
the certified electronic signature by officers and employees of the State, the law 
establishes the cases where these shall use it, excluding its use in acts for which the 
Constitution or the other laws require certain formality that cannot be accomplished 
through electronic documents, data messages or certified electronic signature. 
 
The monitoring and supervising authority created by this law is the Electronic Signature 
Unit which shall be part of the Ministry of Economy, being the Ministry of such secretary of 
state the one authorized to appoint the officer that shall be in charge of such Unity who 
must fulfill the requirements that the regulation of this law will establish for such effect. The 
Electronic Signature Unit will have the authority to certify, monitor and supervise the 
services providers of electronic certification and electronic documents storage. 
Furthermore it may also issue rules and technical regulation of the law. 
 
In this law according to the terms contained in the Legislative Decree 133, the President of 
the Republic has a 180-day period to issue the regulation of this law. In order for the law to 
be effectively applicable it also necessary that the officer in charge of the Electronic 
Signature Unit is duly appointed. 
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